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› This map shows 
certain areas of the 
United States which 
have increased most 
in temperature as a 
result of climate 
change since 1895.  
(Washington Post)



› Due to the changing climate, by 
the end of the century California 
may be forced to move growing 
areas to just the coastal region 
where the air is cooled by the 
sea breeze. 

› This is not an immediate 
problem, but as the climate 
warms crop failures will become 
more frequent

› In 2015, California pumped out 
638 million gallons—85% of all 
wine produced in the US. In the 
global market, the state might 
as well be a country: Only 
France, Italy, and Spain produce 
more wine. - World 
Wildlife magazine



› In preparation for the warming 
climate, some creative Napa and 
Sonoma vineyards are already 
making changes. 

› Matthiasson Vineyards, for 
instance, planted drought-
tolerant vines as an experiment 
to see if they do well as the 
years get warmer

› The heat adapted reds can be 
used for blends



› In some viticultural areas of 
Napa, Mendocino, and 
Sonoma, vineyards acted as 
firebreaks – the fires couldn’t 
travel more than a few rows 
in. 

› Because of how vines are
spaced, kept green until 
harvest, and not as flammable 
as some of the native plants, 
the fires were unable to 
breech many vineyards.



In the past two years, 
Northern California has 
experienced two deadly fires 
– the North Bay Firestorm of 
2017 and the Camp Fire in 
2018, which resulted in 44 
and 85 fatalities, respectively. 

Both fires were started by 
power lines belonging to 
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E). 
To mitigate fire danger this 
year, PG&E chose to cut 
power to vulnerable areas for 
up to 5 days with 8 hours’ 
notice, to the dismay of Bay 
Area residents







› State data shows over 2,000 
people left Sonoma County 
between 2017 and 2018, largely 
due to the wildfires. The county 
lost more people that year than 
any other county in the state.

› Of the 3,000 homes in Santa 
Rosa destroyed in the Tubbs 
Fire, the city says about 1,000 
are currently under construction 
and around 250 have been 
finished.

http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Estimates/E-2/documents/PressReleaseJul2018.pdf


› Once again, the Sonoma Sustainable Tourism Observatory 
sponsored the Sustainable Enterprise Conference, this time 
partnered with Sonoma State University. 

› At the conference, our delegates collected survey responses, 
which will be present in our annual report for next year. 

› Our questions this year were similar to last years’ with some 
additions; in addition to asking about opportunities, threats, 
transportation, and how tourism is a force for good, we also 
asked about where new development projects should focus – on 
housing, commercial, open-space, or agriculture use, and why?



Pictured left to right: Susan 
Heeringa-Pieper, Congressman 
Mike Thompson, Karen Collins 
the Sonoma Alcalde, and 
Pamela Lanier

The Sonoma Valley Fund’s 
STAR Award is an award given 
to an outstanding volunteer in 
the region. 
Volunteerism is one of the 
pillars for Sonoma’s success 
and the Observatory is 
actively pushing its 
community outreach.



› Five years ago, Sonoma County Winegrowers (SCW) made a bold 
declaration to the wine world that its more than 1,800 
winegrowers were committed to becoming the nation’s first 
100% certified sustainable wine region in 2019

› In September, Karissa Kruse, president of the Sonoma County 
Winegrowers, announced that Sonoma County now has a 
record-breaking 99% of its local vineyards certified sustainable. 

› With this, plans are being made for Sonoma’s next step - the 
California Land Stewardship Institute’s Climate Adaptation 
Certification Program
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